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you should get the desired result.
Note also that if you pick some of the
hatches which are noted as a certain
size, such as 24x48til, you should
enter 1 as this hatch does not need
any scaling.

DATACAD: What makes my
plotter sometimes stop in the
middle of a plot?

This odd bug happened a lot in
earlier DataCAD versions and may
be fixed by now, but as best as we
could figure, it was a function of your
autosavefeature breaking into the
plotting sequence. Try going back
into that drawing and setting your
autosave to a very high number and
replot. Others have found that
sometimes by ending the plot, and
then doing a partial plot of an empty
area, the plotter will pick up where it
left off. Others have found that you
must turn everything off, plotter and
computer, reboot and start over fresh
to get the plot to run through.

DATACAD: Why is it difficult to
pick text as an entity sometimes?

The pick point for any string of text is
in the lower left corner of the first
entry point. So if you are trying to
pick it at the end or middle of the
string, or else have started your
string with some spaces, you may find
your text hard to select. If you just
can't find it, go to the display menu
and turn text off. Your text string
will now be displayed as a box and
will be very easy to select.

GENERAL: Should I get a
Macintosh or a PC?

Oh, pul-lease, why this eternal
question? I firmly believe that you
can get either and be very happy.

ut if you are starting from scratch, I
19gest you first select the major

program you will be using the most
on your system. If you are like most

architects, you will want to select
your CAD package first. Most of the
readers of this newsletter will have
picked DataCAD and so will need to
buy PC hardware to match. However
if you find that you really like CAD
packages such as Architrion, or
VersaCAD then MAC may be the
best for you, particularly if you want
to also do a lot of desktop publishing.
But be aware that the computer
industry is gradually coming together
more and more, so that it becomes
less likely that you will be painting
yourself into a corner, whichever way
you go.

Your questions are welcome and we will
make every attempt to answer them in
our future issues. Submit your questions
to the Shu Associates, 10 Thacher St.,
Suite 114, Boston, MA 02113.---
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ARCHITIPS

CHECK PLOTTING

Someone once observed that looking
at a drawing on the computer screen
was like looking at it through a
cardboard tube. It is very difficult to
check a drawing adequately on the
screen, and therefore checkplots
should be made often.

There is a hesitancy to do checkplots
as plotting can be slow as well as eat
up a lot of paper. One good tip is to
use the backs of old blueline prints
f or check plots. It is a good surface
on a slightly heavier paper, and it is a
great way to recycle use of outdated
prints and save on your plotting
supplies bill. Reverse roll them,
print side inside, around a large
diameter cardboard tube for storage,
so that when ready to plot, they will
lie flat around your plotter carriage.

©1990 Shu Associates

1

;:::::::::::::::::::=-'1
Also for those
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felt tip pens a try, particularly for
checkplots. You can set the pen
plotting speed as much as 4 times as
fast and still get a quality plot. Check
it out!

Architips will be a regular feature
giving advice on miscellaneous topics
particular to an architectural practice
and the use of CADD. ~
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When a magician performs a feat
of prestidigitation, we gasp in
wonder at how it was done. But
if the secret is revealed, we call
it a "cheap trick" and say know­
ingly, "I should have thought of
that!" So it is with many com­
puter feats of magic. We assume
that it must be done with a lot of
fancy hardware and expensive
equipment, when in fact, it
simply is a "cheap trick". Our
hope in editing this fledgling
newsletter is that we can expose
the mystery of a lot of the hocus­
pocus and mumble-jumble that
goes on out there. We would like
to give you the tools you need to
make CADD work and work well
f or you. Our hope is also that
much of what you read here will
wh et your appetite for more in­
depth study. When we serve up
our hors d'oeuvres, we will also
try to ref er you to where you can
get more in-depth, meaty discus­
sions on those particular sub­
jects. But our aim is to be both
"Less Filling" and "Tastes
Great". In reading our newslet­
ter, we do not wish to impress
you with awe-inspiring expertise
or indecipherable technical
treatises. We would rather have
you say, "Hey, that makes a lot
of sense. Why didn't I think of
that ?"

Evan H. Shu, AlA
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