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Reference Point

Bulletin Boards:

The BSA bulletin board is the most active one
for DataCAD users. It has an active multi-topic
DataCAD discussion area. Its downloads area
contains most of the public domain DataCAD
material currently available.

The RADIUS (Raleigh Area DataCAD Informa-
tion & User Support Group) bulletin board is
relatively new but contains some interesting
discussion and a growing up/downloads area.

The CADKEY bulletin board contains specific
files that may be significant to individual users.
Tech Support, for instance, might refer a user to
a new or updated graphics driver posted to the
board. A DataCAD discussion area exists on
the board; with more frequent access by users,
it might provide a forum for direct communica-
tion between CADKEY and DataCAD users.
The above listings are, necessarily, incomplete.
Please forward additional materials to the
address listed below for inclusion in future
issues of Reference Point. If warranted, a com-
plete bibliography of DataCAD resources will
be published at a future date.

NEXT ISSUE

Mudtiple Scale Plotting from one Drawing File
including use of the Plot 40 macro

More Confusing Words in DataCAD
focusing on coordinating ObjSnap & LyrSrch
Some Uses for Selection Sets
and their inclusion in Keyboard Macros
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CADKEY INC After Au 16, 1991:
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USER INPUT =

Reference Point actively encourages communica-
tion from DataCAD users. Questions, tips, and
suggestions for topic areas are some (but not
all) of the possible forms for input. Any and all
communication is desirable.

Every effort will be made to incorporate your
input in the most appropriate and responsive
manner possible. The format for accomplishing
this will be depend entirely upon the materials
received. In one issue, User Input may appear
in the form of Questions and Answers; in another
issue, it may be Tips from Readers.

To get this feature started, a tip from the editor:

Have you ever drawn a wall, with ortHOMODE
toggled on, then trimmed it to a previously
drawn wall (theoretically perpendicular to it)
with T INTscT, only to have it display with
"jaggies"? Upon measuring the
angle between entities have you
found something like the illus-
tration to the right?

When the wall lines were checked before
trimming, they measured 90°; what happened?

In a conversation with Bill D' Amico, of Casco
Systems in Freeport, ME, we surmized that this
problem resulted from the fact that DataCAD
is a single-precision program. Every drawing
file has an "absolute 0" point (X =0,Y =0 in
ABSOLUTE CARTESIAN INPUT MODE). The walls in the
example above were so far from this 0,0 point
(about a mile, somehow) that the calculation of
their intersection generated an inaccuracy.
When the same entities (untrimmed) were
moved closer to 0,0, they trimmed correctly.

To avoid this, and similar problems, | have
checked each of my Default Drawing files to
assure that the 0,0 point corresponds to the
center of the drawing field. In default drawings
that contain a sheet border or other "drawn”
information, I have moved the entities such that
the center of the sheet (plot center) is at 0,0. This
seems to have solved the problem.
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Ed. Note: I have been an active member of DBUG (the Boston
DataCAD Users Group) and frequent user of the BSA Bulletin
Board. Through these activities, the base of my skills with and
knowledge about DataCAD has been greatly broadened.
Throughout these pages, I will endeavor to credit individuals as
the sources of specific information and techniques. Any errors or
omissions are unintentional and I apologize for them in advance.
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