












Reference Point

POINTS OF REFERENCE

As a regular feature of Referena Point, this
column wiD be devoted to providing a guide to
secondary sources of infonnation for the
DataCAD user. These sources fall into two
broad categories: publications and "human
resources" .

Coverage of publications commences in this
issue with a listing of available materials. Each
is described briefly and ordering infonnation is
provided. In future issues, new publications
will be reviewed in some depth.

"Human resources" (outside of CADKEY) for
the DataCAD user typically include dealers,
CAD consultants, service bureaus, training
programs, and fellow users. An article "Dealing
with Dealers" is planned, as are articles on
consultants, training programs and service
bureaus. Under the category of fellow users,
there are two formal structures through which
users communicate with one another: bulletin
boards and users groups. In this issue, descrip-o
lions of existing DataCAD specific-bulletin
boards are provided.

Most importantly, a series of articles covering
users groups is planned. These articles will not
duplicate the listings provided in 3-D World.
Rather, they will address questions dealing
with starting and maintaining a successful
users group. The articles will draw upon the
experiences of successful (and unsuccessful)
groups. They will outline a series of strategies
for implementing an organizational structure
for a typical users group. The strategies will
necessarily be wide ranging, as structures that
are appropriate for one group of user may be
completely inappropriate for another. In
reviewing "case studies," lists of questions to
be answered and pitfalls to be avoided will be
generated.

The goal of this series of articles is to assist in
the formation and maintenance of active users
groups. The experience of participants in
successful groups is overwhelmingly JX>Sitive.
TIle willingness of the typical DataCAD user to
share with his/her fellows knowledge about
the day-to-day use of the product is one of the
most beneficial resources available. Over the
next months, Reference Point will be soliciting
input from all known users groups and consoli­
dating this infonnation for publication.

Publications:

DataCAD for the Architect is the only book
published on DataCAD usage. It is comprehen­
sive in its coverage of commands and drawing
organization strategy. It contains useful
technical information about many aspects of
DataCAD. It is geared primarily toward the
new user. The advanced user can obtain useful
information about unfamiliar areas and should
find it an extremely valuable aid in designing
and implementing a training program for new
users in his/her office. A second edition of this
book is being released at this writing; a more
comprehensive description of it will appear in a
future issue.

Cheap Tricks is an inexpensive 6-8 page monthly
newsletter devoted to "time saving tips" for the
DataCAD user. It is avowedly non-technical in
nature, striving to point the user toward simple
solutions to complex problems. A recent issue
included an article on the use of the 3D Rotate
command to facilitate model construction.

Cheapuxlre is a distribution service for inexpen­
sive DataCAD third-party software. Its catalog
includes templates and symbols, keyboard
macros, custom linetypes, and simple DCAL
macros. Listings are published quarterly (sent
free to Cheap Tricks subscribers) and the cost of
the disks is minimal.

Window!n on DataCAD was a monthly newslet­
ter for DataCAD users published from July,
1987 to May, 1991. It provided comprehensive
technical infonnation about the use of the
program on a menu·by·menu basis; it detailed
the functioning of various support files and
explo~ issues of software and hardware
configuration problems. It suggested strategies
for efficient management of drawing files and
addressed topics surrounding the management
of DataCAD within an architectural practice. It
also provided reviews of DataCAD third party
prOOucts. Articles in the earliest issues (based.
on version 3.1) are relevant tooay. Back issues
are available individually or as complete sets.

The annual AppliCiltWtIS Gu.ide contains com·
plete listings of third-party prooucts for Data­
CAD. Each proouct listing includes a summaI)'
of features and ordering infonnation. The
guide is available from CADKEY at no cost.

D.,..CAD for 1M Architect
CArol Buehrens
TAS Books, Inc.
BJueRidge Summit,PA

1n944.J850

Cheap Tricks and
CMllptVII~

Shu AsSOC»/e5
10 Thacher St.
805/011, MA 02113
(617) 367·9622

Windowln on DafaCAD
(back issUl'S)
C.L.fRlvis Qmslllling
Associa/es
P.O. Box 502
Middlebury, VI 05753
(802) 388-7981

CADKCY, mc Applica.
tion, Guide 1991
CADKEY, INC.
44{) Oukumd St.

Manchester, CT 06040-2100
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USER INPUT

Bostmr SocidyoJ A..c"it~d$
(617) 737-8102
3OO/J2oo/2400 baud;
8 bits; no parity; J slop bit
24 NJllrslday 7 dRYS/W/!t!k

RADIUS B..lf~til'l Bollrd
(9J9,556-6173
300/1200/2400 baud;
"lrils; no fMrity; J stop bil
6Uysfwk., 7:00 am· 9;00 pm

CADKEY B..lkti. Bo.rrI
(203' 647-8523;
8 bits; no pIlrity; I slop bit
7 dRys/wed:, 24 hrsfdJry

Bulletin Boards:
The BSA buUetin board is the most active one
for DataCAO users. It has an active multi-topic
DataCAD discussion area. Its downloads area
contains most of the public domain DataCAD
material currently available.

The RAorUS (Raleigh Area DataCAD Infonna­
tion & User Support Group) bulletin board is
relatively new but contains some interesting
discussion and a growing up/downloads area.

The CADKEY bulletin roard contains specUK'
files that may be signUlC<U\t to individual users.
Tech Support. for instance, might refer a user to
a new or updated graphics driver )X)Sted to the
board. A DataCAD discussion area exists on
the roard; with more frequent access by users,
it might provide a forum for direct communica­
tion between CADKEY and DataCAD users.

The above listings are, necessarily, incomplete.
Please forward additional materials to the
address listed below for inclusion in future
issues of Rqerttll:e Point. If warranted, a com­
plete bibliOgTaphy of DataCAD resources will
be published at a future date.

NEXT ISSUE

Multiple Scale Plotting from one Drawing File
including use of the Plot 40 ItWCTO

More Con/using Words itl DataCAD
focusing em coordituding ObjSnap & LyrSrch

Some Uses for Selection Sets
and their inclusion in Keybazrd Macroo
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440 Oakbnd Street .. Griffin bd North
Manchester, cr 06040 Windsor, cr 06095

Supervising Editor: Frank Simpson
EdiIOr: Philip Hart
Tedmkal Advisor. Oay Rogers

For ildditional copies, chanip5 in mailing address, and
other business communkatiol\S:

Telephone: (203) 647.Q220, ext. 7180
Fax: (203) 647-7120
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For User Input, oommunication by maills pref<'ITed:

MooreIW~inrich Architects
14 Maine5trect. Suile401
Brunswick, ME 04011
attn: Philip HMt

OCopyright 1991, byCADKEY, lNC AU rights reserved.

Re[erttll:e Point actively encourages communica­
tion from DataCAD users. Questions, tips, and
suggestions for topic areas are some (but not
all) of the possible forms for input Any and all
communication is desirable.

Every effort will be made to inCOl"p)rate your
input in the most appropriate and responsive
manner possible. The format for accomplishing
this wi.ll be depend entirely upon the materials
received. In one issue, User Input may appear
in the fonn of Qulstions and An.stom; in another
issue, it may be Tips from RtrUkrs.

To get. this feature started, a tip from the editor:

Have you ever drawn a waU, with OIll1'HOMOOE

toggled on, then trimmed it to a previously
drawn wall (theoretically perpendicular to it)
with T INTSCT, only to have it display with
"jaggies"? Upon measuring the

angle between entities have you }=JI
found something like the iUus- .'"
tration to the right? 90 -0-3

When the wall lines were checked before
trimming, they measured 90"; what happened?

In a conversation with Bill D'Amico, of Casco
Systems in Freeport, ME, we sunnized that this
problem resulted from the fact that DataCAD
is a single-precision program. Every drawing
file has an "absolute 0" point (X = 0, Y= 0 in
ABSOLUTE CARTESIAN INPlIT Mooe).1lle walls in the
example above were so far from this 0,0 point
(about a mile. somehow) that the calculation of
their intersection generated an inaccuracy.
When the same entities (untrimmed) were
moved closer to 0.0, they trimmed correctly.

To avoid this.. and similar problems, I have
checked each of my Default Drawing flies to
assure that the 0..0 JX>int correspoods to the
center of the drawing field. In default drawings
that contain a sheet border or other "drawn"
information, I have moved the entities such that
the center of the sheet (plot center) is at 0..0. This
seems to have solved the problem.

ffI. Nok: / Mtle been Qn Qetive mnnberofDBUG (the 8ostorl
()IIIlCAD Users GroupJ lind frnrumt user of /hi! BSA BlI1/mn
8orlrd. Through t~ Qdiuities, the b.lst ofmy.skills wilh Qtul
IotoukdgeQbout Dllt.CAD MS b«n grtatly brofuImnl.
1'hrougloltt~pIlgts, / will tn4am:lr 10 emli' indioiduoJls ..s
the SOIlTCtSofsp«ific inJor-tim and kdmilfws. AnytrrrJl'S OT
omissiofu Meul'lintmtimal and / 4pOOsiu /OT t1tml in ..dtw1lOt.
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