




















Note:

The DataCAD Maintenance
Program coupon book, sent to
users in April, includes a $5.00
discount coupon for DataCAD
for the Architect.

Reader Poll:

Do you prefer the paper on

which this issue is printed or

that used for the first issue?

Please respond to Frank

Simpson or Philip Hart.
"ank you.
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The first edition of DataCAD for the Architect,
published in 1989, was aimed primarily at the
new user of DataCAD. It was structured
around a series of lessons that the user fol-
lowed to generate a set of typical drawings for
a small residential project. New commands
were introduced in each of the lessons, building
on those used in earlier exercises.

The second edition maintains the same struc-
ture as the first, using the same basic project
and lessons. The lessons are expanded and
revised to reflect changes to DataCAD with the
release of version 4.0.

Lessons on the use of the 3D Modeler and the
AEC Modeler macro are included for the first
time. Where appropriate, lessons are annotated
with warnings to users of DataCAD 128,
indicating areas in which its use differs from
the standard program.

Changes in its graphical format and the addi-
tion of many new illustrations make it a much
more readable book. As in the first edition, an
appendix titled “The DataCAD Reference
Guide” provides documentation of menu
structure, scales, hatch patterns, etc.

The new lesson on the Modeler is very good,
providing an introduction to 3D entities, views,
and editing commands. Many users have shied
away from using the Modeler, because they
have not understood how to use it. DataCAD
for the Architect may facilitate access to this
portion of the software for many users.

In a “lesson and exercise” format, it is difficult
to discuss thoroughly all of the options avail-
able in any given menu; to do so would only
confuse the new user. Buehrens is necessarily
limited to offering specific methodologies for
specific drawing tasks. Advanced users,
however, may disagree with a number of the
methodologies presented in the book.

Further, as a user's skill level increases, so does
the need for more in-depth information. An
appendix titled “The DataCAD Operations
Guide” outlines steps for accomplishing

specific tasks in the format: “if you want to do
this...follow these steps.” Inclusion of this
section (expanded in the 2nd edition) is critical
for the advanced user.

"The DataCAD Operations Guide," though, is
less than entirely satisfactory. The information
that it provides is limited in scope. Those areas
covered, as in the basic lessons, tend to be
handled in a manner suggesting that one and
only one method is appropriate to any given
drawing task.

Ideally, DataCAD for the Architect would be a
two volume work: one volume a new user
“lesson book,” the second an expanded “opera-
tions guide.” In such a format, Buehrens could
provide both an introduction to DataCAD for
the new user and a more comprehensive
discussion of menu/method options for the
more advanced user.

Notwithstanding the above reservations, the
second edition is a welcome improvement on
the original book. It provides to new users a
good self-guided tutorial. The lessons also can
be integrated successfully into in-house training
programs.

Experienced users may be disappointed in the
lack of comprehensive technical information
and the limited range of methodologies pre-
sented. They will, however, find that DataCAD
for the Architect provides a solid introduction to
unfamiliar menu areas and, thereby, may
broaden their use of DataCAD.
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