

















Reference Point

¢ Using SetActiv (F3) under the Layers (L or 1)
menu, activate the Master layer.

* Enter the Template menu (T or t), select the
“Master” symbol and place it by either
snapping with the middle mouse button to
the snapping point in the center of the Border
layer [both LyrSnap (S5) and End Pnt (F2)
must be ON in ObjSnap (X)] or by using the
Absolute Cartesian Iput Mode method used
to place the Border symbol.

This completes the placement of the 1/8" scale
Border and Detail Boxes grid. Next, a 3/16"
scale Detail Box will be placed. This scale has
been selected for graphic clarity.

e Using SetActiv (F3) under the Layers (L or 1)
menu activate the Layout layer.

* Enter the Template menu (T or t), set the
enlargement factor to 64 (S4, F6, 64, Enter,
Right Mouse button). Place the “Master”
symbol as above. Figure 4 illustrates the
display at this point.

* Using SetActiv (F3) under the Layers (L or 1)
menu, acivate the “Layout” layer

* Place a “Detail Box” symbol as illustrated in
Figure 5, snapping to the correct point in the
Layout layer. Figure 6 illustrates the result.

Plot the Border layer only. Set the Scale (F4) in
the Plotter menu to 1/8"; set PaperSiz (F5) to
the appropriate size; snap to the center snap-
ping point of the Border layer to set Layout
(F9). The plot center for this sheet is now set and
should never be changed.

Leaving the paper in the plotter, plot the 3/16"
scale Detail Box by making the Layout layer
ActvOnly, entering the Plotter menu, and
resetting the plot scale to 3/16". See Figure 7.

As can be seen from the above, careful control
of the enlargement factor and insertion point of
the symbols provides a simple means for
coordinating plotting multiple scale elements,
from within both a single drawing file and from
multiple drawing files.

I | Note:

John Hitch has created a pair
DCAL macros (Plot 40 and
Layout 40) that provide a
series of tools that automate
much of the process described
here. Most notably, a preview
of the sheet layout of multiple
scale elements is enabled. They

]

are available at a very
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reasonable price. For further
information:

Hitch & Associates

3309 Childers Street

==di] Raleigh, NC 27612
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Figure 6

Next Issue:

Coordinating irregularly sized
drawing elements that need to
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be plotted at differing scales.
Figure 7
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Please refer to 3D World, vol.
5, no. 4 for the most recent
listing of active DataCAD
Users Groups.

Editor's Note:

Many thanks to the User
Group “contact” people who
took the time to respond to my

questions,

New Tech Support Phone #:

When calling for Tech Support,
dial ext, 7157; you will be
ringing Mark Hyjeck’s
extension. If his line is busy,
the call will automatically be
forwarded to Clay Rogers.

New Phone Extensions:
Dule Arsenault

Lou Bodnar:

Clay Rogers:

Frank Simpson:

Mark White:

6426

7157
7100
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Users Gmup‘s $ Larger Groups, though, have evolved proce-

Some Shared Experience

The advantages of participating in a Users
Group are many and varied. They may be
summarized simply: benefiting from the shared
pool of experience available through a Users
Group, the DataCAD user’s skill level / produc-
tivity can be greatly enhanced.

A hesitation about Users Groups is the percep-
tion that, by sharing with others, some competi-
tive advantage is lost. Uniformly, even the most
advanced users of DataCAD report that, for all
of the information that they “give away,” they
are rewarded at each meeting with new
insights into the use of the software.

If there is so much to be gained through Users
Groups, why are there not more of them? Why
do they struggle to keep going? The primary
reason appears to be that, for all of their
benefits, Users Groups routinely require the
input of considerable time and energy for their
maintenance.

Respondents to a recent questionnaire almost
unanimously reported that the single biggest
problem in starting and maintaining a Data-
CAD Users Group is the degree of effort
required to organize it. This effort includes the
initial one required to start a Group and
extends to that demanded by the routine tasks
surrounding each individual meeting. Groups
struggling to keep going or that have dis-
banded are typically ones that have relied upon
one particular person to provide this energy.

Groups that have maintained a high level
{;actwlty have devised strategies
through which organizational responsi-
bt!mes are either minimized or shared.

These strategies are diverse and depend largely
on the composition of the particular Group.
Smaller Groups (less than 20 active members)
have been successfully run by a “core” group:
24 dedicated members who host meetings, set
their agendas, provide meeting minutes, notify
other members of events, etc.

These groups may typically hold their meetings
at a single location (a member's office, a dealer’s
training facility, a school’s computer classroom,
etc.). By fixing the location of meetings, the
strain of each meeting is minimized,
allowing the “core” members to focus on the
content of each particular meeting.

dures by which responsibilities carried by the
“core” members are minimized. DBUG
(DataCAD Boston Users Group) rotates
resposibility for meetings to a designated Host
and Co-Host. The meetings are held at the
Host's office. The Host is for
refreshments (paid for by donations collected at
the previous meeting), for setting the agenda,
and for running the meeting.

The Co-Host is responsible fortakmgmeehng
notes, writing them up, and
Co-HostbecumestheHostofﬂ‘nenext

Two “ca’e”marbersmainlainﬂlemﬂinglist,
administer the Group's budget (principally for
the mailing of meeting notes), and provide to
the Host and Co-Host standardized materials
useful for organizing meetings. They also act as
the “contact people” to Cadkey, Inc. and to
other Users Groups. While this structure may
not be appropriate for other Groups, it provides
an example of a creative approach to the
problem of “core member” bum-out.

The people who have organized Users Groups ™,

and continue to pour energy into them are
dedicated to sharing information about Data-
CAD with fellow users. They are equally
dedicated to the idea of Users Groups and are
the best source of information and support
available. Improved communication befween the
Groups is a goal that should be pursued.
Ideally, Groups could include all other Groups
on their mailing lists and routinely provide
each other with meeting minutes, etc.

In the next issue, the topics of meeting agendas
and Group focus will be discussed.
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