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DataCAD
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with DataCAD
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DataCAD
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Creating Custom Template
Symbols and Defawlt Drawings
3D Modeling with DataCAD
Using DataCAD Macros
Creating DataCAD °Slide
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POINTS OF REFERENCE

Book/Video Review

Beginning DataCAD
The DataCAD Videos

Dr. Leonard O. Nasman
Microcomputer Education Systems, Inc.
4900 Blazer Parkway
Dublin, Ohio 43017
(614) 793-3069
FAX: (614) 766-3605
book: $29.95
videos: $25.00 & $75.00

Beginning DataCAD and The DataCAD Videos are
authored by Dr. Leonard O. Nasman, and in-
tended as instructional tools for an institutional
training environment.

The book is structured around a series of lessons

in which the student creates drawings, gradually
leaming about new menu options in DataCAD.

Theintroductory video tape ‘DataCAD Overview’
providesjustthat. The other nine tapescoordinate
with lessons defined in the book, serving tointro-
duce the student to the new topic (and DataCAD
menu) areas required for the completion of each
lesson. As the student completeseach lesson, his/
her skill level with DataCAD is broadened.

The sequence of lessons isappropriate to the goal
of instructing the new user in DataCAD. The
writing styleis clear and easy to follow; each new
command is described simply and every effort is
made to get the student to learn by doing.” The
coverage of each topic is, therefore, rather cur-
sory. No provision is made in the book for a
comprehensive guide to each menu command,
noris there much exploration of alternative meth-
ods for the accomplishment of a given task.

Instyleand in form, this combination of text-book
and video tapes serves its function well. In a
classroom setting, or in an architectural office
where a large group of users needs to be trained
atone time, Beginning DataCAD will work well as
the basis for a training program.

Particularly in the office setting, where new users
must be broughtquickly to proficiency with Data-
CAD, this program should be supplemented.
Both particularized information in the form of
more detailed resources (the DataCAD manuals,
DataCAD for the Architect, third-party publica-
tions, etc.) and individualized attention to the
progress of the trainees should be provided to
ensure success.

Users Groups

Every Users Group is concerned with the subject
of maintaining and expanding its membership.
The single most important means of maintaining
the participation of an existing membership is
through responsive meeting agendas. Every
Group will have its own needs, defined by the
makeup of its membership.

Groups comprised mostly of experienced users
may minimize the number of presentations on
DataCAD commands, focusing on integrating
DataCAD with other software.Groups withmany
new users, all trying to help each other expand
their use of DataCAD, will have a very different
series of presentations.

Groups with mixed membership, both new and
experienced users, may try to presenta variety of
subject areas. Variation by user level may occur
within a meeting or alternate between meetings.

As a means of attracting new members, Groups
attempt to make themselves known to users in
their regions. Local dealers can serve asa primary
source of information; they are usually happy to
provide lists of their DataCAD customers to
Users Groups.

In the responses to a survey that was sent to
Groups last Summer, a desire was voiced for
morehelp from Cadkey inobtainingaccess tonew
(or previously unidentified) users of DataCAD.

Cadkey is reluctant, for competitive reasons, to
simply hand out their mailing lists to anyone.
They do, however, want to provide to Users
Groups assistance in recruiting new members. A
policy regarding this is currently being deter-
mined and willbeannounced through these pages.

PUBLICATION INFORMATION

Reference Point is

published quarterly by: Cadkey, Inc.

4 Griffin Road North

Windsor, CT 06095

Frank Simpson

Philip Hart

Lou Bodnar

Clay Rogers

Eric Smith

Mark White

Additional copies, changes in mailing address, and other busi-

ness communications: Tel: (203) 298-8888; Fax: (203) 298-6401

Editorial Communication: Moore/Weinrich Architects
14 Maine Street Suite 401
Brunswick, ME 04011
attn: Philip Hart
(207) 729-1636

© Copyright 1992, by Cadkey, Inc. All rights reserved.

Managing Editor
Editor:

Editorial Review Committee:

Page 12

RP WINTER



