
Multiple Keyboard Macro Files
The user may define any number of keyboard
macro files, each particular to a specific type of
drawing. Some users, for instance make a version
for working in the 3D Modeler. Others have
versions for drawing wall sections, etc. Theprob­
lem with multiple versions of OC....D.MCR, each
stored with its own name, is thatitis irritating to
exit to DOS and rename the various files to make
the correct one operative at any given time.

A solution is available. David Pendery ofHMFH
Architects, Cambridge, MA has written a DeAL
macro, NEWKYMCJLDCX, which isavailable through
Evan Shu's Cheapume for a very nominal price.
When entered, the macro displays a list of all files

in the \sup directory with a .MCR extension. The
user selects the file to activate and the macro
perfonns the DOSrenaming process. Effectively,
the user is no longer limited to the 26 characters
available in a single keyboard macro file.

Cheapware bundles NEWK'YMCJLDCX with another
DeAL macro by Pendery: EDITKEY.DCX, which
enables editing the contents of a .MCR file from
within DataCAD. This macro works well but is
IimitedbythedisplaycharacteristicsofDataCAD's
user input line. The extended ASOl characters
display as smudgy blobs or blank spaces; addi~
tionally, only one line of the file may be edited at
a time. These Jimitationsaside, NEWKYMCJLDCXand
EDITKEY.DCX augment the use of keyboard macros.
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An Example:

By way of demonstrating the possibilities avai1~ preceding discussion. Note that in ALT+I,
ableinacuslomizedDCAD.MCR,thefollowingisthe NEWKYMCJLDCX is used to call a second keyboard
basic 2Dediting keyboard macro file that I use. I macro file (T£XT.MCR). The macro T£XT.MCR resets
hope that theparticulareditingcommandsthatit DIMENSiON and TEXT menu parameters relative to
accesses might stimulate the reader to evaluate plot scale and includes an ALT+lcommand which
his/her own needs within DataCAD. The file, recalIsthis(primary)keyboardmacrofile.Seethe
itself, utilizes all of the elements described in the note below about the ALT+K and ALT+V lines.

....LT+A
ALT+B
ALT+C
....LT+O
ALT+E
....LT+F
ALT+C
ALT+H
ALT+I
ALT+J
ALT+K
ALT+L
ALT+M
ALT+N
ALT+O
ALT+P
ALT+Q
ALT+R
ALT+S
ALT+T
ALT+U
ALT+V
....LT+W
....LT+X
ALT+Y
ALT+Z

curves (Arc)

cleanup, weldline (Butt)

Change
architect, Doorswing
Enlarge
geometry, oFfset
Geometry
dimension, linear, Horizontal
switch to 'text' keyboard macro file
cleanup, 2 line trim (Join)
dear, activate, add to SelSetl, mask, color
cleanup, L intersection
Mirror
file i/o, New drawing
cleanup, One line bim
erase, Partial
toggle layer snap on/off
polygon, Rectangle
Stretch
cleanup, Tintersection
measUres
clear, activate SelSea, toggle append
architect, Windows
cleanup, X intersection
text
change, text, contents

BTU« KapIDn, of KapIDn & As­
sociates, Burke VA uses the foI­
lawingforA~T+A inhiskeylnlrd
macro file:

A"I"F2"SO
With thecursorp/llwl at tln en­
tity when this macro is inooked,
IDENTIfY is used to rrwke tlctillt
the /Ilyeron which the identified
entity is p1Dced.
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BooklVideo Review
Beginning DataCAD

The DataCAD Videos
1ft, Leonard 0, Nasman
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Beginning DataCAD and The DataCAD Videos are
authored by Dr. Leonard O. Nasman, and in­
tended as instructional tools for an institutional
training envirorunenl

The book is structured around a seriesof lessons
in which the student creates drawings, gradually
learning about new menu options in DataCAD.

Theintroductory video tape 'DataCAD OumJiew'
providesjust that.Theother nine tapesroordinate
with lessons defined in the book, serving tointro­
duce the student to the new topic (and DataCAD
menu) areas required for the completion of each
lesson. As thestudentcompleteseach lesson, his/
her skill level with DataCAD is broadened.

The sequence of lessons isappropriate to thegoal
of instructing the new user in DataCAD. The
writingstyle is dearand easy to follow;each new
command is described simply and every effort is
made to get the student to 1eam by doing: The
coverage of each topic is, therefore, rather cur­
sory. No provision is made in the book for a
comprehensive guide to each menu command,
nor is there much exploration ofaltemative meth·
ods for the accomplishment of a given task.

In styleand in form, thiscombinationof text-book
and video tapes serves its function well. In a
dassroom setting, or in an architectural office
where a large group of users needs to be uained
at one time, Beginning DataCAD wiD work well as
the basis for a training program.

Particularly in the officesetting, where new users
mustbebroughtquick1y toprofidency with Data­
CAD, this program should be supplemented.
Both particularized infonnation in the form of
moredetailed resources (the DataCAD manuals,
OataCAD !o' the Arch;'"", thiro-party publica­
tions, etc.) and individualized attention to the
progress of the uainees should be provided to
ensure success.

Users Groups
Every Users Group is roncemed with the subject
of maintaining and expanding its membership.
The single most important meansof maintaining
the partidpation of an existing membership is
through responsive meeting agendas. Every
Group wiD have its own needs, defined by the
makeup of its membership.

Groups comprised mostly of experienced users
may minimize the number of presentations on
DiltaCAD commands. focusing on integrating
DataCADwithothersoftware.Groupswithmany
new users, all trying to help each other expand
their use of DataCAD, will have a very different
series of presentations.

Groups with mixed membership, both new and
experienced users, may try to presenta varietyof
subjtx:t areas. Variation by user level may occur
within a meeting or alternate between meetings.

As a means of attracting new members, Groups
attempt to make themselves known to users in
their regions. Local dealerscan serveas a primary
source of infonnation; they are usuaUy happy to
provide lists of their DataCAD customers to
Users Groups.

In the responses to a survey that was sent to
Groups last Summer, a desire was voiced for
morehelp from Cadkey inobtainingaccess to new
(or previously unidentified) users of DataCAD.

Cadkey is reluctant, for competitive reasons, to
simply hand out their mailing lists to anyone.
They do, however, want to provide to Users
Groups assistance in recruiting new members. A
policy regarding this is currently being deter­
minedand will beannounced through thesepages.
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