


Referernce Point

Cadkey Bulletin Board:

As of April 20, Cadkey has in-
stalled new software for their
bulletin board. The first hime us-
ers log-on after the switch-over,

" they will need to go through the

‘new user’ log-on routine.
Log-on information:
(203) 298-6405
8 bits, no parity, 1 stop bit

New Utility:

Cadkey has created a new and
very useful DCALmacroutility,
3DANGLE.DCX measures
anglesin 3D. It is recommended
to all users who work in the 3D
portion of the software.

The macro has been posted it to
the Cadkey bulletin board in the
DataCAD section.

CONTACT

USER INPUT

Some comments from Bruce Kaplan on keyboard
macros from a discussion on the B.S.A. B.B.:

I have one philosophy on keyboard macros and
that is: go as far into the menu structure as is
possible and asis useful, becauseitiseasier toback
up onestep (right mousebutton) than it is to select
a function key.

For instance, my One-Line-Trim macro selects
trim to an entity because this is my most common
editing function. If I need to draw the line, I just
push the right mouse button once and then draw
the line as prompted.

I have always been annoyed that hitting Alt+S
took you only to the 2D Stretch menu. Not much
help in 3D. I always wanted a way to use the
Stretch (also Mirror) macro to go to the correct
menu based on whether I was in 2D or 3D. The
solution to this problem is the following:

The Copy (and also Erase and Move) keyboard
interrupt will go to the 3D Copy menu when in3D
and to the 2D Copy menu when in 2D. In both 2D
and 3D, the Stetch menu is in the F5 position of the
menu level (Edit) directly above the Copy menu.
So I changed my Stretch keyboard macro to read:
SACASOAFS. Depending on where you were when
you invoked the macro, it will take you to either
the 2D or 3D Copy menu, exit to the Edit menu,
and select F5, the position for Stretch in either Edit
menu.

My Mirror macro is similar (MACASO"F4). The
same could be done for Enlarge, butI've yettofind
a use for Enlarge in 3D.

Thanks Bruce, I've already modified my keyboard
macros to incorporate your suggestions. D

PUBLICATION INFORMATION

In this Issue

The News section covers a change to the distribu-
tion of Reference Point and introduces two new
products.

Default Drawings covers the topics of Data-
CAD defaultsettingsand and theirrelationship to
default drawings. The process of creating, cus-
tomizing, saving, and using default drawings is
discussed. A strategy for the utilization of default
drawings is outlined.

A Default Drawing Documentation Form is
provided. It covers the 2D portion of the Data-
CAD menus. In addition to being used to docu-
ment default drawings, the form may be used for
similar documentation of any drawing file.

A Curved Wall in 3D describes a 3D modelling
technique. The article draws upon commonly
used methods for constructing 3D walls.

Tech Support covers the use of VESA driversfor
DataCAD and Velocity.

A DataCAD Users Groups listing is provided.

User Input provides some feedback on Key-
board Macros (discussed in the last issue).

Doing Windows does not appear in this issue.
With the release of version 3.1, we are all
innundated with media hype, installationtips, etc.
The information about 3.1 provided in the com-
puter magazines is comprehensive; no attempt
will be made to duplicate it in these pages.

In the last issue, Brian Livingstone's Windows 3
Secrets was discussed. A new edition, Windows
3.1 Secrets, isdue tobe published May 1,1992. The
more Windows books I see, the more strongly I
feel that this is the one to get.
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