


















USER INPUT
Do you haw a favorite
tip or trick?
Ust7S lin! mrollrllged to sNlrt
wilh Dlhers through Ihese prlges
someoflhe ttdmiques tha, 'hey
Iun.¥ tktrriqMI for tffidnlt liSt'

tfo.tllo.D.
Usns lin fIlso nlCOfjrllgnl 10

wrilr in IViIll ~ion$ dUll
problems they lin having wilh
DIllllC....D ()/' art'US of its opera­
tion lhat they find difficliit 10

IImkrsta1ld.

DrtflIPlt 1I;'1Ok. My IIddress
liskdOl'l,.~Jl.

Thanh,
Philip

Note:

~ PAUSE rommand is mlernl
ill ou.N<ZrO.&A.TIOllooidaprob­
ImI mlNl/ingfrom the liSt' of II

disk a1che that inetJrpcrlltes
'wrik mdting.' Bolli PC-Krvik
lind MiCT060ft " SM,A.ItTl)lUV[.DC!:

til'll CJIChe writes to thehard disk,
deli2ying IhelldWlI 'write.'

III the ~ofOtANG£TO.lIA.T,1he

syl/mi might reboot before
AlI'/OElI:JLMTlInd(J;)Nf1C.S'rS1Ur
lIdWlUy wrlttm to theMrd disk.
PAUSl intmdllctS moIlgII if II

deflIy to IISSIlrt' lhat tile write
1Id1lllJly is milde to hard disk
/:oeftm lhe system uboofs and,
hen«. that the NW Jik5 lin in
pl«elt boot-lip.

Broce Kapla" continues to explore the useofkeyboard
mncros. I" aposting to the B.SA. Bulletin Board, he
details thefollowing:

In an effort to speed up the preliminary design
phaseofa projectand yet haveusableandaccurate
information I have always wanted a quick, easy
way to insert doors and cut the walls. Our
standard is (or thedoor hinge to be6" noma wall.
I have finally settled on an approach that is both
quick and flexible. Going back to our old friend
the keyroard macro, it appears you can even
automate drawing routines. By placing your
cursor inside the comer of a room and invoking
the following macro, a3'..(J' door (in-swing) will be
drawn 6" to the right of the room comer.

R"aM F9"53"'''N'' ".6"$"0$" ")$"0$"$"$":

The macro (AlT+R) goes through the following
steps: ARCHITECTS menu, DcoRSWINC, SINCU; in
response to "enter door hinge point," the macro
performs: REFERENCE POINT, OBJECT SNAP, Space
Bar,6" inXdirection,O" in Ydirection. In response
to "enter door strike," the macro performs: Space
Bar, 3' in the X direction, 0" in the Ydirection. In
response to "enter inside of door swing," the
macro executes a pick ($); in response to the
prompt "enler outside of door," the macro also
executes a pick.

The advantages: Very, very quick! The doors are
drawn dynamically so you can have jambs if you
wish. ObViously there are a couple of caveats 10
this approach: you need to be in RELATIVE CARTE­

SIAN input mode; your cursor needs to be dose
enough to the comer (but still inside the room) 10

Batch files for saving and load­
ing configurations
Users who run their systems in more than one
configuration frequently load different versions
of AUTOEXIC-BAT and CONFlCS'r'S to run specific
applications. Also, while fine tuning parameters,
they may need to save versions of AUTQEXECBAT
and CONFIC.5YS. Two balch files can be of help:

KEEP.BAT
0.,
CDI
COPY AVTOEXEC.BAT C:\CONFIGS\AUTOEXEOt
COPY CONAGSYS C:\CONAGS\CONFIG."1

KEEP.BATCOpies AllTOEXECBAT and CONFIC.SYS to
the C:\CONFICS directory with a specified file ex­
tension. 1hecommand 'KEEPCAD'savesthemas
AllTOEXEC.CAD and COI....FIC.CAD.

get a positive snap; and you will need fourdiffer­
ent macros to cover up, down, left, and righl (If
doors on angles area frequent occurrence for you
just create macros for that, use RELATIVE POLAR
input mode!). Ofcourse this macro won't account
for every door size in a project, and it wasn't
intended to; but you can get a majorityofdoorsin
any single pro;ect.

The use of David Pendery's EDITKY.OO: (available
from Cheapwa re) wiII allow the user the nexibili ty
to modify the door offset and size from within
DataCAD. I have added these door drawing
macros to my preliminarydesign macromewhich
also include direct access to the L, T, and X
intersection cleanup commands. I use David
Pendery's other gem NEWKYMCR.OCX (also avail­
able from Cheapware) to switch between key­
roard macro files.

Tluwks, Bmu, I amawiswlIakeyboant milcrofile that
would cOntai" liliesjorplacillgdoors ill this malm%r
a variety of conditions. Sqximte lines would ellJlbfe
clltting tile door witllleft or right swillgs ill verticill or
horizontal wallsJora total of16 cO/lditions. Additio/l­
ally. I might add two lille to the keyboard macrofile:

A"X"5 I"f2"5-t"S 1"50"50
B"X"F)"F7"FB"5-t"FO"50"50

AlT+A resets the OBJECT SNAP settings to El\'D PNT
only and sets the MlSDIST(rangeof pixels searched)
to a relatively large number, 20 in the example.
AlT+B resets to more nonnal picking(E.''DPNT, MID
Pl\'T, PfRPEr-.U, and INTSECT) and a MtSDIST of 10
pixels. AlT+A would be invoked before cutting
doors, AlT+B after the opera tions werecompleted.

CHANGETO.BAT
Co
COl
@ECHOOFF
IF NOT EXIST C:\CONFIGS\AUTOEXEC."I GOTO fR.ROR
IF NOT EXIST C;\CONFlCs\CONFIG."1 GOTO fR.ROR
COPY C:\CONFIGS\AVTOEXEC."I AVTOEXEC.8AT
COPY C:\CONFIGS\CONFIG."1 CONFIG.syS
PAUSE
REBOOT
:ERROR
ECHO SPECIFIED FILES DO NOT EXIST
ECHO HfR.E ARE THE ONES THAT ARE ON FILE:
D1R C..\CONFIGS\·." /VV
G ECHO ON

Executing the command 'CHANCETO CAD' copies
AUTOEXECCAD and CONFIC.CAD to the rootdirectory
aSAllTOEXEC.BAT and CONFICS'r'S; it then reboots the
system, using a shareware program, REIlOOT.EXE.



INDEX

Thefottowing is a cumulative j"dex to topics covered ;" voillmes one and two of Reference Poi"t (sevetl
issues). Thesy"tax ofthe listings is: volume: nllmber, page. ThearticIeotl ABC Draw,jor instance, isfound
i" volume 11, number 1, page 2.

ABC Draw II: i, 2 Default Drawing Form II: ii, 4
Absolute 0 Problems Default Drawings II: ii, 2

DXF file transfer I: ii, 5 Directory and File Structure It iv. 4
trimming I: i, 8 standard directory structure U, iv, 4
windowln\extents problem 1I: iii, 4 template and symbol files 11. iv, 7

Alias Upfront II: i, 4 Disk Cache
Architect's Toolkit One II: ii, 1; II: iii, 11 configuring 11: iii, 6

PCKWIK II, iv, 9
Begim'i/fg DataCAD II: i, 12 0055.0
Bulletin Boards configuring for DataCAD U:iii,6

B.S.A. I: i, 8 upgrading to 1; ii, 3

Cad key I: i, 8 DOS Configuration
RADIUS I: i,8 Winrlows3.x I: ii, 2

Cases Templates
Drawing Sheet Border I: iii, 4

II: iii, 11
o,eapware I: i, 7; II: i, 11 DXF File Transfer l'ii,3
Configuration Documentation Form lI,iv,S 3D entities ii,6
Configuring for DataCAD II: i,6 astronomical coordinates ii, 5

batch files U, iv, 10 mirrored symbols ii, 4
disk cache II: i, 7; n, iv, 9 read DXF ii, 5
[X)S memory utilization U: i, 6 text transfer limitations ii, 4
page frames U: i, 6 to AutoCAD 1I.iii,4
RAM disk 11: i, 7; U, iv, 9 user-defined linetypes I: ii, 4
with QEMM·386 &: PC-Kwick II: iv, 9

Gleason Partnershi pConfusing Words in DataCAD I: i, 6 II: iii, 11

Curved Wall Graphics Drivers lI,iv,4
3D n: ii, 9 53 Graphics Driver 11: iii, 4
doors in I: i, 4

Hewlett Packard Designlet
DataCAD for the Architect installation II: i, 3

2nd ed. reviewed /:;i,8
Internal Diagnostic Fault 40DeAD.CFG II: iii, 4

for Windows 3.x I: iii, 3
Keyboard Macrosmenu blacking I: i, 3

screen colors I: i, 3 2d 13Dtip II: ii, 12
DeAD.MCR. See Keyboard Macros customizing II: i, 9
DCAlMacros CUlling doors II, iv, 10

3Dangle II: ii, 12 logglingsel sets II: i, 11

3DStairs U: iii, 3; D, iv, ]
line TypesAEe_MODEL

Default Settings 11: i, 3 multi-weight dashed arcs l:iii,3

Dhatch D: iii, 12 Logitech Mouseman

Editkey U:i, 11;U,iv, 10 instalIa tion l:i,3; ll:i,3

L.ayout40 I: iii, 7
Mannequin II: i, 2LyrUtii

Input Mode Problem D: i, 3 Memory Management

Newkymcr U, i, 11; D, iv, 10 QEMM-386 II, iv, 9

Plot 40 I: iii, 7
NeoGraphixRoof Builder 2 l): iii, 12 II: iii, J1

Roofer D: iii, 12
Object SnapRoofit 11: iii, 2

Setpens l): iii, 5 sel set toggle I: iii, 3
Touchup D: iii, 11 Organic CADD II: iii, 11

pgge Jl



Inda IXII'ltinutd from pilgr 11 Page Frames
maximizing

PC-Kwik
Plot

drawing sheet border
layout
multiple scale
software display list

Publications
Btginning DataCAD
Gldkey Applicatiolt5 Guide
artap Tricks
DataCAD for the ArcJritect
WilldoW/II OIl DataCAD

QEMM-386

RAM Disk
configuring
PCKWlK

Refermce Point
distribution
editorial policy

RenderMan Interface

53 Gra phics Driver

II: iii, 6; II: iv, 9
II,iv,9

l:iii,4
l:iii,4
l:iii,4
l:iii,6

II: i, 12
I: i, 7; II: iii, 12

I: i, 7
I: i, 7
I: i, 7

II,iv,9

U: iii, 6
II, iv, 9

II: ii, 1
I: ii, 1

II: ii, 1; II: iii, S

II: iii,4

Selection Sets
mask
overview
sel set 8

Soft-Ted>
Software Display List

plot layout
Symbols

and template directories
piping

Training Centers

Users Grou ps
listing

Velocity Tips
Vesa Drivers

Windows3.x
installation
overview
running DataCAD under
sources of information
System Edit
Windows 3 StCTtts

I: ii, 7
I: ii, 7

I: iii, 3
U: i, 1
U: i, 6
l:iii,6

0: iv, 7
fi, iv, 7

II: iii,S

I: iii, 8; II: i, 12
0: ii, 11

II: i, 3
II: ii, 10

I: ii, 2
I: ii, 2
):iii,2
II: i, 8
I: ii, 2
II: i, 8

Editor's note: With this issue, thestCOlJdvolwneojReference Point iscompleted. Writing thenewslttter
has beer. all interesting experi£1rcefor me. Fredbackfrom DataCAD users has been generallyjiroorable, bllt the
amOlmt of it has bml disappointingly smnU. Immld like Reference Point to be more resptmsiue to the needs
of its readers, but this requires a moreactive level ofcommunication than has ocaund uuer the last year a"da
hn1f To this end, 1would apprecinte somefeedback from you, the reader.

• What topic areas you are i"terested i1l seeing covered in future issues? 2D? 3D?
• Would yOIl like to see coverage ofmetlu 'basics' or moreadvmu:ed topics?
• Do you uxmt to see articles on DataCAD·sped[u: third·party products (i.e. DCAL macros, etc.)?
• Are you illterested in discussions/reviews ofhardware prodllCts alld their lise with DataCAD?
• WIUlt is the most spectacular use to which you have Pllt DataCAD? Most cost effu:ient? Most satisfying?
• Are you willi"g to share with ot1ler users examples ofyour work and/or techniques throllgh these pages?
These fevJquestiollsare meant just asa met'U1s ofstimulating your t1loughts 0" theCOlttetits £ifReference Point
A quick notefrom you outlining allY thoughts that you might hnve will be very milch appreciated. Tha"ks,

Philip
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